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Finally, dear readers, if my labor pleases you, may you use it to praise
God the All-highest; but if one or the other tune displease you, then
use, instead, the old, familiar melodies which you will find listed in
the index of this book, or else try to help others compose better
melodies and publish them to the greater glory of God.

DY .[TT1T2 NIITP0 7'01 XN ¢ "7{7'0mn 70mY7 y'w nmnn 1617 N'7'NN2
XNN NTNY 1617 12I0{7IX N7'NN2 :NT221 N'717'0M 070N 17702 N'791 1Nuan
XN NI ARA 1T 202 21207

21111 N1'U2 N2NID 1”7 1™ 1237

...The Psalms serves as an apt metaphor for the scale and lavishness
of the celebrations. Its text enumerates a comprehensive list of
musical instruments: The Lord should be glorified with trumpets and
harps, with tambourines, strings, and organ with clashing cymbals.
The psalms thus enlists the whole spectrum of musical sounds for
the purpose of thanksgiving, a spectrum that was fully exploited
for the 1617 event. Schutz himself wrote a colorful setting of Psalm
150 at some point in his early career; richly scored for four vocal or
instrumental choirs, it was published in his Psalmen Davids of 1619,
which also contained those works that were most likely heard during
the jubilee.23
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Concerning the extraneous liturgical ceremonies. Hymns and the like,
I have come to know from older people’s reports that it all ended up
as great howl of jubilation, and the churches and schools were filled
with it, as the 150th Psalms was played through very loudly with such
drumming and timpani-ing, trumpet, piping, fiddling and tooting
that it sounded far and wide.?*
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Itis not a symphony in which | have included Psalms to be sung. On
the contrary, itis the singing of the Psalms that | am symphonizing.3>
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| took the word, not in the publisher’s meaning of 'adapting to
the understanding of the people) but in the sense of 'something
universally admired.*0

NNY7 NI 1212 N2 XN 112N 11207 119 NI 1YY 7Y T'un {7021N00
QN1 2N71 1772 '7072IK 7'OXT N9 NN Do

NN '70MNU0 9217 1”7 1T NINTNAY NUTY [Mun an navn Xipy
NX NNAWAN T AIFYTN NN MINAY I 9W NTH INTTRA XFIT
;XY 17 NNTA NPT NIND XY 17021100

The word allelujah still reminds me of the Hebrew galosh-merchant
Gurian who lived in the apartment below ours in St. Petersburg,
and who on High Holy days would erect a prayer tent in his living
room ...The Hammering sounds as he built this tent and the idea
of cosmopolitan merchant in a St. Petersburg apartment simulating
the prayers of his forefathers in the desert impressed my imagination
almost as profoundly as any direct religious experience of my own.4!
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At first and until | understood that God must not be praised in fast
forte music, no matter how often the text specified "loud", | thought
of final hymn in a too rapid pulsation.*2
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| even chose Psalm 150 in part for its popularity, though another
and equally compelling reason was my eagerness to counter the
many composers who had abused these magisterial verses as pegs
for their own lyrico-sentimental 'feelings’ The Psalms are poems of
exaltation, but also of anger and judgement, and even of curse.3
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What is important for the lucid ordering of the work - for its
crystallisation - is that all the Dionysiac elements which set the
imagination of the artist in motion and make the life-sap rise must
be properly subjugated before they intoxicate us, and must finally
be made to submit to the law: Apollo demands it.44
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Stravinsky deliberately does not as a rule 'express' the text in his
music, preferring a more objective approach. At the mention of
trumpets they are hardly audible in the score. The word 'cymbals’is
not accompanied by cymbals in the orchestra, indeed it is sometimes
set to very quiet choral music.46
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...the allegro in the 150th Psalm was inspired by a vision of Elijah's
chariot climbing the heavens [11 Kings 2, 11]; | do not think | had
ever written anything so literal as the triplets for horns and piano
to suggest the horses and the chariot. The final hymn of praise must
be thought of as issuing from the skies; agitation is followed by the
calm of praise.#”
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The Allelujah and the slow music at the beginning of Psalms 150,
which is an answer to the question in Psalm 40, were written last.*?
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Though I chose Psalm 150 first... | could not compose the beginning
of it until | had written the second movement. Psalms 140 is a prayer
that a new canticle may be put into our mouths. The Allelujah is that
canticle.>0
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Nonverbal communication... one that enables a direct touch with
some deep truth that words cannot reach.>3
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