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The real Patriot King is who pursues the good of his country
preferable to and independent of all private considerations.
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There is nothing more evident than that the prince is made
for the people and not the people for him’
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The 'essential character’ of a patriot king is to espouse no
party but to govern like the common father of his people.*
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How great were then our Charles’ woes, who thus
Was forced to suffer for himself and us!®
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Josephus emphasizes the role of the daughter’s death as the
price of freeing her people — another echo of Iphigenia’s role
that would nicely underscore how the Jewish people shared
with their Graeco — Roman contemporaries an appreciation
for a dutiful. Patriotic and selflessly daughter.”
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Morell’s five principal characters parallel exactly those in
Euriphides’ play: a father (Jephtha: Agamemnon) who must
sacrifice a daughter (Iphis : Iphigenia) for the sake of national
interest, the father’s brother (Zebul: Menelaus) and wife
(Storge: Clytemnestra) and the daughter’s betrothed (Hamor:
Achilles)...28
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But perhaps the most significant connection between Iphigenia
and Jephtha may be found in the moral conflict which lies
at the heart of both stories... It is this battle between public
duty and private virtue3°
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While the chorus represent the mass of the Israelite people, and by extension
of the human race, they are at the same time the vehicle for Handel's own
feelings, which as in the great choruses of Aeschylus and Sophocles, arise
directly from his contemplation of the drama.
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Chorus of Israelites

No more to Ammon's god and king,
Fierce Moloch, shall our cymbals ring,
In dismal dance around the furnace blue.
Chemosh no more Will we adore

With timbrell’d anthems to Jehovah due.
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And perhaps Heav'n may favour our request
If with repentant hearts we sue for mercy.
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...in the Librettos reform can be instant and total, expressed
in worship which is natural and delightful... national success
is the promote reward of renewed virtue.3¢
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True, we have slighted, scorn’d, expell’d him hence
As of a stranger born, but well I know him:

His gen'rous soul disdains a mean revenge
When his distressful country calls his aid.
And perhaps Heav'n may favour our request
If with repentant hearts we sue for mercy*#?
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Virtue my soul shall still embrace,
Goodness shall make me great.
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Storge:

Twill be a painful separation, Jephtha,

To see thee harness'd for the bloody field.

But ah, how trivial are a wife’s concerns

When a whole nation bleeds, and grov’ling lies,
Panting for liberty and life.
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Iphigenia: Lo, resolved I am to die, and fain am I that this be
done Gloriously... and my name, And shall all be thwarted,
baffled by the life of one of me? My body unto Hellas I
resign... Right it is that Hellenes rule barbarians .. we be
free — born folk.*4

Iphis: Jephtha has triumph’d, Israel is free.

For joys so vast too little is the price of one poor life. But
oh, accept it, Heav'n, A grateful victim, and thy blessing still
Pour on my country, friends, and dearest father!45
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Jephtha went to the Elders of Gilad, and the People made him
Head and Captain over them. Here, as the Elders are plainly
distinguish'd from the People, so it is plain to perceive a very
near Resemblance to the known Form of Government by the
Senate and the Assembly of the People. The Choice of Jephtha
was a just Act of the Senate and People of Gilad*®.
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SINCE our country, our God—oh, my sire!
Demand that thy daughter expire;

Since thy triumph was bought by thy vow—
Strike the bosom that's bared for thee now!

When this blood of thy giving hath gush'd,
When the voice that thou lovest is hush’d,
Let my memory still be thy pride;

And forget not [ smiled as I died
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England, the economically and culturally dominant portion
of the British Isles, was consequently the earliest country in
which the audience for music was a ‘public’ in the modern
sense. The zenith of that powerful island community’s musical
self-expression was the Handelian oratorio.

Political debate in 18th-century England was carried on in
the guise of Old Testament exegesis... Handel's portrayals
of the biblical 'chosen people’ and their triumphs were read
as coded celebrations of their modern British counterpart.4?
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From its beginnings, the tragédie en musique had been
inseparably linked with the court and the Académie Royale
de Musique, and thus identified with the political and social
hierarchy.>!
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A king who cherished me, from the most tender age....
May he triumph through me when I rule through him
May the earth and heaven in emulation all conspire

To make an Empire flourish

Of which I am firmest support.
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Operas based on biblical subjects like five act Jephte, Tragedie Lyrique (1732) were not
.considered oratorios by either their composers or the press
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and the Virtues of Catholicism.
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Iphisa:

Ah! you have told me enough

It is by my death that you live

Have the altar raised! I burn with the desire to shed
Upon it the blood that had saved you all.>>
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The fatal blow that I receive
Must be charge to me alone
And it is | who sacrifice myself...

My heart owes you this final consolation
The most guilty victim of Heaven’s wrath
I must in confessing my crime

Leave you with one less sorrow

An enemy too dear, who I should detest
He enkindled in my heart, a guilty love
Ammon>’
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The idea of using an orchestral or choral march as a vehicle
for paying homage to rulers and celebrating nations and ideals,
had prevailed since the time of Lully.... Lully introduced
marches as entrance music for single characters accompanied
by their 'troops’, and as accompaniments to processions, so
that marches came to have heroic, sacrificial. .. connotations as
well as military ones. Processional music was part of Western
drama from the time of the Greek tragedies, when the parodos
and exodus of the chorus were accompanied by singing and
playing on the aulos, and the theatrical march owes as much
to that tradition as to military ones.>’
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The consciousness of the people finds a representative in the
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Only the song in its polyphonic unfolding is able at one and
same time to reproduce the feeling of many and to shade it
according to human individualities.6¢
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Fanfare was usable on all days of celebration and state or
monarchy occasions and consisted of a mixture of arpeggios
and runs improvised by trumpeters.”?
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