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Mourn, you hills, grieve, you mountains,

and howl in the affliction of my heart!

Howl!

Behold! I will die a virgin, and shall not

in my death find consolation in my children.
Then groan, woods, fountains, and rivers,

weep for the destruction of a virgin!

Weep!

Woe to me! I grieve amidst the rejoicing of the
people, amidst the victory of Israel and

the glory of my father, I, a childless virgin,

I, an only daughter, must die and no longer live.
Then tremble, you rocks, be astounded, you hills,
vales, and caves, resonate with horrible sound!”
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You streams that meander through these fertile meads
Go and far from my sight, bear the treasures,
That one sees flowing with your waves
In the course of your billows the one pursued by the other
You streams alas trace of me

The image of the greatness of the world



01D N |

DX 1927 ©10°22 .pMIN 1157 DWW ANY ¥31 369715 AR 7197 00 02 NIpRI
11992377 197907 *IIARD DN KO TP TWINR 10 DYY IR 10923 0D L. mby
IR My S

23°y 1127517300 .10 1721 21PN 172 WP 55093 TIO° K¥MI 117°D-17200 NP2
nINNR 5y NIIPR AND° N2 .ANNNA 8172 PIRWD N7 1222 Anni nn® N2 DX
5y 1970 AR DXV K27 927K YIAIW 1777 DROZIVID DY Twyn awnm XOw
noIN 1219 .Y IRWY P19 13 12p7 12,A03I00 W 1257 2732 112 IR 0T
P90 0P RN K2 ANTIAP OpYI L, PIRWT IR TA1n fnD° N2 v moie
WwwH w1 .Seila Owa 7% XIPW PWRIT 777 119°0-172007 ,00 10D N2AY PR XIpn2

37, 5IXWa M 79I0Y 1IN W3 119°5-1720D [NIX 1391 Y192 KOW

DI PPYE OIR DY NDAR 1300 0Pk 2%WH A1 1P M3A7 1R MMaIn2
777 19 9112 38, M52 0031 A2 nhnwa mIPYEa DR weabab oAl 1 .0wnn
DR 710Ny 7907 1399 DUPYEA 0923 30,2 0Pk 13NN PP PYh M

41 qpp377 Sw n°%no A3NRY PNDAR N9 92 40730070 TIRID

There exists widespread evidence from the ancient world of the use
of bridal images to mourn the death of young girls before marriage,
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usually by describing them as brides of death. Such references, often
accompanied by figurative language contrasting the darkness of
death and the underworld with the bright illumination of the wedding
festivities, recur in funerary inscriptions as well as in the plancti
associated with the story of Jephthah's daughter.*?
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Thomas Cooper Gotch, Death the Bride (1894/5)
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It’s central observance was ceremonial mourning for the death of the god who typified
the youthful vegetation produced by the sun, which is cut off and destroyed by the fourth
month’ which falls about the summer solstice, and which bears the name of Tammuz in the

Babylonian as in the later Jewish calendar.
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Queen:

[Scattering flowers] Sweets to the sweet, farewell!
I hoprd thou shouldst have been my Hamlet's wife:
I thought thy bride-bed to have deck’d, sweet maid,
And not have strew’d thy grave.’
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Ayelet:

I knew not love, I knew not love

Lead me to my bed...

I bewailed my youth In the mountains

I dance on the mountain tops with mine companions

And now have I come to the valley...

The Scent for mine death and not for mine wedding. Hath been readied
This Altar is my nuptial bed

and the smoke — mine wedding veil
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